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Applicants respectfully request that it be noted that applicants do not fully agree 
with the Statement of Reasons for Allowance. In particular, applicants note that the 
Examiner states that the instant invention relates to compounds useful in treating bovine 
diarrhea virus and "pestivirus related hepatits C viral infections." Applicants note that 
hepatitis C is caused by a virus of the Flaviviridae family of viruses. Applicants note that 
claims 78 and 84 both recite methods of treating "F/awV/r/cfae-related hepatitis C 



********** 



Sir: 



infection." 
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Applicants further note that the present claims are directed to compounds that 
comprise furan, benzimidazole and phenyl groups. These groups may be substituted by 
a variety of other functional groups. The Examiner's Statement on Reasons for 
Allowance recites that the aryl and benzimidazoyi groups do not simultaneously have 
amidine substituents. Applicants note that the presently claimed compounds comprise a 
cationic group, A, selected from: 



wherein Re is H, alkyi or aryl; and R7 and Rs are each independently selected from the 
group consisting of H and alkyl. Thus, the present compounds can comprise an 
amidine, substituted amidine, cyclic amidine, guanidine, or substituted guanidine 
substituent(s). 

Accordingly, the Statement of Reasons for Allowance should not be used to 
interpret the cited claims, particularly to the extent that any part of the Statement differs 
from the express language of the claims and/or applicants' positions on patentability of 
those claims. It is respectfully submitted that the allowed claims should be entitled the 
broadest reasonable interpretation and broadest range of equivalents that are 
appropriate in light of the language of the claims, the supporting disclosure and 
applicants' prosecution of the claims, without reference to the Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance. 
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DEPOSIT ACCOUNT 
The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees associated 
with the filing of this conrespondence to Deiposit Account No. 50-0426 . 
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